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The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Fitchburg was held over the Zoom
meeting platform and live streamed at FATV Studios, Fitchburg, on January 19, 2021. The
meeting was called to order by President Anthony Zarrella at 7:04 P.M. The Clerk stated the
names of the Councillors who have logged in and eleven Councillors were present. The meeting
opened with a salute to the Flag led by Councillor Beauchemin.

l. PUBLIC FORUM
The following statement was issued for anyone wishing to participate the Public Forum:

The public is invited to participate in the Zoom webinar of

Jan 19, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time

Topic: Fitchburg City Council Meeting

Register in advance for the Public Comment/Hearing portion of the Agenda by going to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9RKKV6tHRk20X54GTj Rug

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about logging in
to join the webinar.

Alternatively, comments of not more than two (2) minutes may be sent to the City Clerk’s Office
by NOON on January 19, 2021 by calling 978-829-1820 or via email at:
cityclerk@fitchburgma.gov.



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9RKkV6tHRk2oX54GTj_Rug
mailto:cityclerk@fitchburgma.gov

1. REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RECORDS

The Committee on records reported the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 7, 2021 was
correctly recorded. Report accepted and minutes adopted.

Appointments Committee Oral Report
Meeting of January 19, 2020

The Appointments Committee recommended the following Appointment be confirmed:

New Appointment:
Conservation Commission
(Term to expire January 1, 2024)
Mr. Mark F. Christian

Report accepted. Appointment confirmed by unanimous consent 11/0. 11 members present.
Board consists of 11 members.

Councillor Zarrella made a note that he should have recused himself from the vote at the
Appointments Committee meeting of January 7, 2021, and asked if there were any objections to
the confirmation of the appointees. No objections were noted.

IV. COMMUNICATION
His Honor the Mayor
Appointment Letter

1. Mr. James McGrath, to be re-appointed as a member of the Board of Park Commissioners,
term to expire on April 1, 2025.
2. Full-Time Student Police Officers for the Fitchburg Police Department:
Zareus Z. Ramos
Cedric A. Robinson
Angelo J. Ramos, Jr.
3. Promotion: to the position of Permanent Police Sergeant for the Fitchburg Police Department:
Officer Stephan D. Bastien
Officer Michael E. Lopez

Appointments read and referred to the Appointments Committee.

Council President Zarrella made a motion to move the Public Hearing after the other matters
before the Council. Motion passed by unanimous consent 11/0.

























V. ORDERS-FINANCE

The following Orders were referred to the Finance Committee:

007-21.

008-21.

ORDERED THAT: The City of Fitchburg hereby approves the expenditure of
funds from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security,
FY21 Shannon Community Safety Initiative grant in the approximate amount of
$336,400.00 (THREE HUNDRED THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND, FOUR
HUNDRED AND 00/100 DOLLARS) for the purpose of said grant, which is to
reduce gang and youth related violence.

ODERED THAT: The City of Fitchburg hereby approves the expenditure of
funds from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
VAWA grant in the approximate amount of $59,375.00 (FIFTY-NINE
THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE AND 00/100 DOLLARS)
for the purpose of said grant, which is to support the Domestic Violence Advocate
position within the Police Department.

VI. PETITIONS

The following Petition was referred to a Public Hearing February 16, 2021

009-21.

029-20.

UNITIL, Fitchburg Gas & Electric Company, for a proposed new pole #8 on
Mclntire Road, approximately 1470 west of the intersection of Williams Road, as
shown on sketch Plan No0.3456-L, dated 1/5/2021.

VIl. PUBLIC HEARING

Fitchburg Planning Board, to amend the Fitchburg Zoning Ordinance as part of
Phase 11 of an Ordinance update to make clarifications in the Table of Principle
Uses, remove internal inconsistencies and conflicts with state law, clarity
definitions, make procedural changes, and to set the foundation for the more
comprehensive changes that will take place in phase I1.

http://www.ci.fitchburg.ma.us/DocumentCenter/View/7488/29-20-Planning-Bd-
recommendation-and-Phase-I1-update

The public hearing was declared open by President Zarrella. President Zarrella recognized Mr.
Tom Skwierawski, Executive Director of Community Development. Mr. Skwierawski presented
a PowerPoint outlining each portion of the proposed Zoning Ordinances in Phase 1l as had been
amended by the Planning Board, Legislative Affairs, and also by Councilor Van Hazing for the
Zoning regarding Solar Photovoltaic Facilities.


http://www.ci.fitchburg.ma.us/DocumentCenter/View/7488/29-20-Planning-Bd-recommendation-and-Phase-II-update
http://www.ci.fitchburg.ma.us/DocumentCenter/View/7488/29-20-Planning-Bd-recommendation-and-Phase-II-update

President Zarrella noted that he was asking for the express approval of the Council to indicate
their current acceptance of the amendments, but that the Council still retained the right to give a
final approval at a later time.

The Power Point and amendments may be seen in their entirety on the website, at:
https://www.fitchburgma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7525/Zoning-Phase-Two-
Overview 011921

A motion to continue the Public Hearing to March 3, 2021 passed by unanimous consent 11/0.

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilor Kushmerek addressed the Council by stating that as this was his last meeting as a
member of the Fitchburg City Council, and that he wished to take the opportunity to thank the
countless residents and constituents throughout Fitchburg for giving him the opportunity to serve
the City. He noted that it had been an honor and pleasure to serve the City and its businesses and
residents for the past eight years. He ssaid that it had also been a pleasure to work alongside not
only this Council, but the Councils that had come before this one. He mentioned working in
prior years with Mayor Wong and more recently alongside Mayor DiNatale for the past six
years, and that it had been an incredible opportunity to work with him during his administration.
He stated that the City was on a clear trajectory forward, and he was excited to continue that
work at a different level.

Councilor Kushmerek thanked everyone who had been a part of moving the City forward, and in
particular, called attention to the City employees, who each and every day perform so many tasks
that help the City thrive and flourish. He said that it was easy to think of City employees as part
of a big bureaucratic structure, but at the end of the day, there were several hundred employees
that make the City work each and every day and they make it a better place to live, to work, and
to invest, and the City doesn’t move forward without them. He remarked that it had been a
pleasure getting to know them, to get to know their work, all while helping the City move
forward.

Councilor Kushmerek thanked the residents for giving him the opportunity to serve as a City
Councilor and said that he was excited to serve the City of Fitchburg in a different capacity, at
the State level. He noted that President Zarrella was already working with him on statewide
zoning changes and that he was excited to have to opportunity to work with each of the
Councilors to accomplish some of those legislative items at the State level.

He wished residents to consider that while it could be easy to focus on government and thinking
that the impact of government starts with the President in impacting day to day life, he would
argue that it is the exact opposite. He observed that it starts with the local elected officials that
are put into office, and that at the end of the day the things that impact their life so much, from
the roads, the services they receive, and the neighborhoods that they live in, are impacted by
elected officials that are right here in their own backyard, and they love the work that they do
and serve you diligently, and it’s been a privilege and an honor to be a part of those legislative
bodies that help to make those meaningful improvements to your City.


https://www.fitchburgma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7525/Zoning-Phase-Two-Overview_011921
https://www.fitchburgma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7525/Zoning-Phase-Two-Overview_011921
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